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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) 



Applicants respectfully submit this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1 .97 and 1 .98. Attached are (1) a citation list, and (2) a copy of each reference cited. 

Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

In particular, the two attached references were cited in a counterpart European patent 
application by the European Patent Office. A copy of the associated Supplementary Search 
Report is also enclosed. 

Additionally, this IDS is believed to be submitted before the mailing of a first office 
action on the merits. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the enclosed documents, make them of record, and 
indicate his or her consideration of the documents by initialing each of the references on the 
enclosed citation list. 



Sir: 
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The examiner is respectfully requested to return a copy of the initialed citation list to 
applicants' undersigned Attorney. 

__ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge" any deficiency in fee to the undersigned 
attorney's Deposit Account No. 02-4270. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 

& Ralph F. Hoppin 



Registration No. 38,494 

Attorney for Applicant 

BROWN RAYSMAN MILLSTEIN 

FELDER & STEINER LLP 

120 West 45th Street 

New York, New York 10036 

(212)944-1515. - - - 
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